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To the VICTUALLERS. 


GENTLEMEN, 


"T7 E following ſhort Treatiſe is 


calculated not only for your 


preſent mutual Benefit, but is alſo de- 
figned to prevent inevitable Ruin to all 
Victuallers who may be our Succeffors, 


and their Families for ever. In order 
to which I have made ſome Propoſals 
and pointed' out the Way to do your- 
ſelves that Juſtice, to which, by the 
Laws both of God and Man, you are 
undoubtedly intitled ; ; and J alſo cha- 
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ritably hope that it will be a Means of 
reforming and amending that Set of 
Gentlemen which ſhall be hereafter 
mentioned, and who are the chief Sub- 
jet and Occaſion of this Addreſs to 
you, by forcing them either by Law 
or Conſcience (the latter I wiſh moſt) 
to act with more Juſtice to the Public 
in future; and I will aſſure both the 


Brewers and Diſtillers that I bear no 


ſort” of Prejudice to them, either as 
Bodies Politic or to any Individual of 
them whatſoever ;'|but having been of- 
ten a Witneſs of what is hereafter ſet 
forth, what I hereby offer is merely for 
the Sake of public Juſtice; to which 
I think every Subject in this Kingdom 
has an undoubted Right: And if I 
ſhould: be happy enough to meet with 
your. Approbation in this my poor En- 
deavour, and Succeſs ſhould crown your 

Attempts 
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Attempts (which I doubt not, if hum 
bly and modeſtly applied for) it will be 


a pleaſing Reflection to me in my laſt 
Moments, that I have been the willing 
(though weak) Inſtrument of doing 


Good in my Day, and that I ſhall not 


leave the World worſe than I found it, 


and to God be the Glory. 
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J am, Gentlemen, 
Vour impriſoned Brother, 


and very humble Servant, 


John Matthews. 
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N LIBERTY. 
A Po x N. 


be. FRTY ! tod charming, precious Thing, 
What Theme more Peking for a Bard to ſing. 
Is there a Man that would not riſque his Life, 
His Father, Mother, Fortune, nay his Wife; ; 
Would court a Sickneſs; or a ſhort-liv'd Pain, 

For his dear long-liv'd Liberty to gain? | 

All hail to him who ſhall theſe Tidings bring 
From Royal GEORG the Third, our Britiſh King: 
Long live great GEORGE, and may his Royal Line 
To lateſt Ages in theſe Kingdoms ſhine. 

Behold a PTT confounding Gallic Arts, 

And loyal Subjects oft” ring Gronas their Hearts : 
Theſe Hearrs of Oak ſhall be his ſtrongeſt Band, 
And may a Prær be always at his Hand! 
Lift up your Hearts, and let's no longer fear, 
He'll ſurely take us to his Royal Care; 

Our Godlike GrOROE will deal with open Hand 
Sweet Liberty throughout his native Land. 
He that holds forth the Olive Branch for Peace, 
Will give his drobping Subjects kind Releaſe : 
Then chear up, Mates, and be no longer ſad, 
Who is melancholy now, I'll call him mad. 


King!“ Bench, 
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VICTUALLERS in General. 


GENTLEMEN, 


"HEN the BREW ERS, very 
| lately, were about to enter 
into a Conſpiracy or Com 
bination to raiſe the Price of STRONG 
BEER, and that only upon a mere 
Suppoſition that the Parliament would 
lay an additional Duty of Two Shil- 
lings per Quarter upon Malt, I told 
ſeveral of them that they were wrong, 
and that the bare Attempt of ſuch a 
Thing would not eſcape the Notice of 
the Legiſlature ; which they now find 


to 


LE] 
to be true: But why, upon the mere 
Apprehenſion of an additional public 
Duty of Two Shillings per Quarter, 
they ſhould immediately combine to 
lay a private Tax upon the People of 
Seven Shillings and Six Pence, or Six 
Shillings and Nine Pence per Quarter, 
can be owing to nothing but their in- 
ſatiable Avarice, for it would have 
been ſo much if they had advanced 
the Price of Beer Three Shillings per 
Barrel as they intended, none of them 
drawing leſs than Two Barrels and One 
Firkin, and the greater Part of them 
Two Barrels and an Halt, from One 
Quarter of Malt. c 

But the Brewers forget, that by 
entering into any Combination they 
ſubject ole to very ſevere Pains 
and Penalties; for the Statute of E p- 
WaRbus VI. Cap. 15. ſays, That 
all Butchers, Brewers, Bakers, &c. &c. 
who ſhall conſpire or promiſe together 


that they will not fell. their Com- 
mo- 


[9] 
- modities but at certain advan ced Prices, 
forfeits for the Firſt Offence Ten. 
Pounds to the King, and if not paid 
in Six Days after Conviction Twenty 
Days dee de with Bread and 
Water only: Second Offence Twenty 
Pounds, and if not paid in Six Days 
to be ſet in the Pillory : Third Offence 
Forty Pounds, and if not, paid, in Six 


Days Pillory again, Loſs of an Far, 
and rendered infamous. And 11 ſuch 


j Conſpiracy be acted by the major Part 


of the Company, the Corporation ſhall 
be diſſolved; and this Statute was con- 
tinued and confirmed by 22 and 23 
Can. II. Cap. 19. and the iIſt of Jac. 
II. Cap. 17. and never yet repealed. . 

Was the intended eat Duty 
Iz to, fall upon them only i t would be 
® =, hy: it is the Public that muſt 
pay for it, for they will take. gare to 
3 x na Loſers, becauſe they have given 
IN otice to advance their Price Five Shil- 
4 | gk per Barrel; 5 El let the Price be 


what 


upon us to advance fone Counter Pro- 


U 10 J 
what it will, ib 18 but juſt atid reaſon- 
able that W. ſhould have Meaſure for 


our Money: If the Parliamerit has laid 
an additional Duty of Thre ce Shillings 


per Barrel upon them, Why muſt they 
advance their Price Five Shillings upon 


the Public, which is Two' Shillifige 


more than they pay themſelves ?' 45 
7 Thus you ſee that the private anc 
avaritious Exactions which the Brewer 

intended at firſt, are now become Matter 


of Conf ideration in Parliament; where- 


fore I think it is, highly/iticumbent 


polals in Behalf of ourſelves ahd if 
what 1 ſhall hereby offer Khold river 
with'Srieces/and'your Approbation, 1 
ſhall think nypel ha py agen the 
Inftrumeiſt of delivering yo rb 

great Oppreſſitzis; and ſucll ppt 


Fon Mo as many of Us *{eſpeci 


Wie 3 
Beale sbs for che general Belt 


Beginners) are altogether kuſen⸗ 
and as what T hereby prop a | 
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all Victuallers now preſent, as Well as 


for thoſe that may become ſo in future, 


and ſince nothing of this Nature can 
be carried into Execution without Ex- 
pence, I doubt not but you will an 


only generouſly contribute to the garry- 
ing on of ſuch a beneficial ebene, 

calculated intirely for your own Good, 
but will alſo in ſome Meaſure conſider 
the Author thereof, ſince it is a known = 
Maxim that whoever does public Ser- 


ward: But this I muſt leave to your 
own Generoſity, and ſhall immediately 
proceed to what I have above propoſed, 
and ſhew what oppreſlive Steps the 
Brewers take to acquire ſuch large 
Fortunes in a very few Years from No- 
thing; I fay from N othing, for there 
is ſcarce a capital Brewer in the King- 
dom whoſe Father, or Grandfather at 
fartheſt, had Five Pounds to begin the 


o World with (many of them to my Own 
1 Knowledge did not begin with ſo 


B 2 much) 


1 
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much) and yet in a ſmall Space of 


Time have accumulated: Fortunes al- 


moſt incredible, inſomuch that ſome of 
them are able to vie in Fortune with 
ſomè of our chief Nobility ; : oh the. 
2 Hand, there is not One Victu- 


aller in One hundred, take the King- 
dom through, but whe: is in Debt 


with the Brewer and Diſtiller: As a 


Proof of this, out of near Three hun- 


dred Perſons now confined in this Pri- 
ſon for Debt, at leaſt One Third of 
them are Victuallers, who lie at the 
Brewers and Diſtillers Suits; and I 
doubt not but there are as many in 


Proportion i in all the other Gaols: But 


why theſe Gentlemen ſhould have ſo 
many in Gaol more than other Tradeſ- 


men, or why the Calamities of a Pri- 
ſon ſhould in ſuch a Diſſ proportion fall 


upon the Alehouſe-keepers, I come 


now to ſhew; and am able in proper 
Place, with many others, to make. 


good my Aſſertions by N umbers of - 
particular Inſtances. 


I 

hut to the Point propoſed; firſt it 
muſt be acknowleged, that high Rents, 
large Taxes, advanced nes quar- 


9 tering of Soldiers, &c. has contributed 


'E ws to the Ruin of great Numbers of 
us; yet all theſe are tolerable, becauſe 
: they are legal, and let us fo long as 
we are able chearfully ſubmit to them: 
But I do aver that many of us might 
have overcome all theſe legal Exactions, 
if the Brewers and Diſtillers had not 
laid, and do ſtill continue to lay a 
far heavier (though inviſible) Tax upon 
us, I mean ſhort Meaſure, which has 


and does daily ruin Thouſands of Fa- 
milies, and is become fo notorious, that 
Numbers of thoſe Eyes are now open 


which have inſenſibly been brought to 
Poverty and Deſtruction thereby; and 
therefore I think it is high Time for us 


to make a proper Application for Re- 


dreſs. None has had a greater Op- 
Portunity of ſeeing what I here ſet 
5 ond than myſelf, — been ſeveral 


Vears | 
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Years in the Exciſe, having ſurveyed 


10 Diviſions out of 12 in = London 


| Brewery, having been ſeveral Year's 


a Brewer's Clerk, and to my great Mig- 


fortune having been. ſome Years a Victu- 
aller, many Butts have I gauged, and 
have found them from Two to Eight © 
.or Nine Gallons ſhort, and finaller ; 
 Caſks ſometimes more in Proportion; 
_ nay I have ſeen Butts that have been 
Five, Six, Seven, or Eight Gallons | 
ſhort, and yet have had Three, - Four, 
Five, or Six Gallons of Grounds at the 
Bottom, which the Brewer would not 
allow One Farthing for; and I know 4 
F of ſome Butts now in a Victualler 8 
Cuſtody that have been both mn | 
and meaſured, and they are fall Ten 
Gallons ſhort, fo that what between 
Tops and Bottoms the poor Victualler 
has but a very ſmall Share in the Mid- 7 
dle; what then muſt become of him 
and his Family? well may the, Gaols * 
2 filled with theta; and the. Frag Y 
ur- 


9 RE 
burthened with their Wives and Chil- 
dren. 
S © Theſe, with many others {needleſs 
now to mention} are the iniquitous 
3 Methods by which many Brewers 'have 
2 raiſed themſelves from low Life to af- 
1 flnent Fortunes; theſe the baſe Mea- 
3 | ſores by which they have ſtept from 
4 their Cottages to their Coaches, and 
4 Poon their. Nothings to their Thou- 
© finds, Tens of Thouſands, and ſome 
'4 their Hundreds of Thouſands, Whilſt 
tte pobr ruined Victuallers and their 
1 Families become daily \ Victims to their 
I inlatiate Ayarice. 
IJ 0o be brief; Short Meaſure is be⸗ 
| 1 come ſo flagrant amongſt the Brewers 
and Diſtillers, that I wonder ſome Ap- 
nn : plication has not been already 150 | 
I } for Redreſs: If the Butcher, Baker, 
1. Vicdualler, &c; ſells ſhort Weight or 
3 Meaſure, though ever ſo little, they 
- YFare juſtly puniſhed for it, and there 
Fe þ are * People to inſpect them; the 
Baker 
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Baker in particular is puniſhed in a 


moſt exemplary Manner; for if he 
wants One ſingle Ounce is a Loaf he 
pays Five Shillings for it if convicted; 


which ſaid Ounce is not the Twelfth 
Part of One Pennyworth of Bread: 


Why then ſhould the Brewers and Diſ- 6 
tler be ſuffered to deal ſhort Meaſure 
to the Poor (as it were by wholeſale) 


and yet eſcape with Impunity ? I. know. 


it may be ſaid that the Law 1s-as open 
againſt the Brewers, &c. for ſhort Mea-, 


ſure, as it is againſt other. Proples. 5 


which I grant to be true; 7 but why; 


they are not proſecuted. i 1s obvious 1 


viz. becauſe by theſe unfair Practices 


the Victualler is always kept in Debt, 
and therefore dares not ſo much as at- 
tempt to do himſelf Juſtice, for f 
of being locked up in Priſon. Alas, 5 


this is a true and melancholy State of 


our unhappy Caſe, which has and does 


daily reduce us to a State, of perfect 


Slavery: But as we are born free, let W 


no 


25 2 


ſor Redreſs to that Bulwark of Free- 
dom our Repreſentatives the Commons 
in Parliament aſſembled, not doubting 
but that we ſhall not only be heard by 
them, but likewiſe have the Concur- 


7 3 


a 1 no longer ſupinely bear this too heavy = 


Yoke of ſhort Meaſure, but let us fly 


rence of his moſt Gracious 1 
and the Upper Houſe, in a Cauſe of 


ſo great Juſtice: For that Parliament, 
Who to their eternal Honour have de- 
livered the poor induftrious Coal- 
,  heavers from the Oppreſſions of the 
ndertakers, will (upon a modeſt and 
humble Application deliver) us alſo 
from the much greater Grievance of 
> ſhort Meaſure, But who is this to be 
done by? it cannot be by us who are 
r + confined and in Diſtreſs; it muſt be 
dane then by you, Gentlemen, who 
Y have (as yet) your Liberty ; it muſt be 
vou that muſt undertake this ſalutary 
Work, and it is highly incumbent on 


you ſo to do; for if the Brewers, &c. 


at, 
ys. 
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are bird to go on thus in their il x 
licit Practices without Interruption, ye 4 
know not how ſoon you may be Par- 
takers of our hard Fate by being un- 
happy Priſoners with us: Now is the 
Time, whilſt the Parliament is lo . 
do ſeek for Redreſs: let us not {lip the 
Opportunity, leſt a worſe Thing fall 
upon us; for who knows where their l 
Covetouſneſs and Cruelty will end ? . 
We that are here are all ready to a 
Man to fign ſuch a Petition, and to 
give ſuch further Aid and Aſſiſtance * 
therein by ſufficient Teſtimonies, as I 
well without this Houſe as within, of 
the Truth of the Premiſes, at the Bar 
of the Houſe of Commons, whenever 4 
we may be called upon; for unleſs an 
immediate Stop be put to theſe their 
in quitous Proccedings, the Conſequence | 
will be ſtill more dreadful than it is. 
Our Gracious King and Parlianent 
having an Act of Infolvency now un- 


der their Conſideration, let us wait 
with J 
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with Patience the Event thereof: But 
it is well known that many of the 
Brewers and Diſtillers forbear to arreſt 
their Victuallers at this Time, waiting 
the Paſling of ſuch an expected Act, 
that they may glut their Cruelty by 
1 filling the Gaols again as ſoon as they 
are empty. 

S To be brief; Short Meaſure is now 
1 made a Point amongſt them, and is 
become a chief Part of their Art and 
Myſtery in Trade, many Victuallers to 
my Knowledge having lately com- 
palained of ſhort Meaſure, have recei- 
ved ſome ſuch Anſwer as this, Our 
7 Caſks are in common with other Brew- 
ers; which is very true; for I do not 
| believe that One Tenth Part of the 


ir} Caſks now in Trade about Town holds 
their Meaſure, nay I have ſeen ſome 


»} Brewers who have refuſed to receive 
them from the Cooper at all, unleſs 
3 they were ſhort. 


= 


1 

Thus it is by theſe unfair Dealings 
they are become ſo wealthy and opu- 
lent, that they think themſelves above 
all Law ; but let us hope that a righ- 
teous Legiſlature will not think ſo, and 
let us reſt aſſured that a BRITISH King 
and Parliament will think it as great an 


Act of Charity to prevent the Gaolss 
being filled, as it is to empty them 
when they are ſo.— But as I would do 
Juſtice to the Public, ſo I would to 


every Individual; and therefore cannot 
diſmiſs this without taking notice of 
One particular Inſtance of Honeſty in 
a Brewer; and as it is as ſingular as 
rare, I hope the Gentleman will excuſe 


me if I mention his Name at Length, 


it was Mr. DANIEL BOOT EH of Old- 
ſtreet, who, during the time I lived 
with him, frequently gave me ſtrict 
Orders to gauge all the new Caſks as 
ſoon as they came in, and if I found 


them ſhort to turn them back to the 
Cooper: But Mr. Booth was not bred 


4 


a Brewer, and is now out of the Brew- 


ing Trade. 


To conclude ; Gentdemen, theWorld 
was made in Number, Weight, and 
Meaſure ; Meaſure therefore will carry 
a Man up to the higheſt Heavens, but 


a falſe Balance will fink him to the 
s "A 


deepeſt Hell; and I am afraid that 


' hereafter there will be found too many 


Dives“ amongſt them, an Earneſt of 


which I think is obvious; for of the 
many which I have known to raiſe great 
% Fortunes from Nothing, I can find but 
few, very few, that have left a wiſe 
Son. Once more then I admoniſh ye 
do lay hold of the Time preſent, leſt, 

= when it is too late, ye ſhould be obli- 


ged to partake of the Miſeries and Ca- 


lamities of a Priſon which we now feel. 
1 ſubmit the Whole to your moſt ſe- 
rious Conſideration, and if you will 
2 heartily and in Deed endeavour to pre- 


vent the future Ruin of yourſelves and 


1 Families, let me adviſe you to loſe no 


Time, 
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Time, but ſet about it immediately; 


and if you ſhould think me worthy of 


conſulting upon the Caſe, you know 
where to find me, and that I cannot 


come to you, When I find by any 
conſiderable Number that you are will- 


ing to be free from this worſe than 
Egyptian Bondage, and are zealous in 
this moſt eſſential Cauſe of Liberty, 
ye ſhall not be One Hour without a 


modeſt and humble Petition to Parlia- | 


ment, as the Caſe requires. And if the 


Diſtillers could poſſibly be reſtrained, | 


not only from ſelling ſhort Meaſure, 
but from ſelling Britiſh Spirits at a fo- 


reign Price, it would be doing much 1 
Juſtice to the Public and greatly ad- 
vance the Revenue, myſelf having of- 
ten ſeen Ten, Twenty, or Thirty Gal- 
lons of Britiſh Brandy at a time ſold for 
foreign; and in order to cover the De- 
ceit the Diſtiller did not ſend the Bri- 
tiſh Permit with it, but kept it and 
gave it to the Officer himſelf: And i 


18 
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1 
is well known that their Proportion is 
of often as One is to a Thouſand.—If this 
w Hint may be thought of any Uſe, the 


ot Commiſſioners of Exciſe are welcome 
7 do it. . 

1- ES. . 

in Jam, Gentlemen, 


Your ſuffering Brother Victualler, 
and very humble Servant, 


John Matthews. 
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